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JOHN, I DIDN'T KNOW YOu" 

COULD PLAY HARMONICA? 

IT MUST HAVE TAKEN YEARS 

TO PLAY LIKE THAT! 



FOR ONLY 



HEBE'S WHAT YOU GET: 

1 . T hi * ? u . n s5z . e Professional hand tuned harmon- 
ica with solid brass plates and bronze reeds to 
give it a beautiful tone. 

2. tjoppy's unbelievable new simple method of 
playing the harmonica with actual pictures to 
show you how. Endorsed by the stars of radio 
and records. 

3. Over 100 specially selected popular songs, com- 
plete with words and music so that you can 
sing and play right along with your favorite 
radio programs and records. Each song is 
marked with numbers so you can play on sight. 

EX TRA an f free of extra charge — for a limited time if you 

that „.»... ii I" n °- we . wil! i "? :,ude a miniature harmonica 
that actually plays yet it is no bigger than a postage stamp 









Thousands who 
couldn't play a tune 
are now popular en- 
tertainers thanks to 
the amazing Hoppy 
method of playing 
the harmonica. You 
too, can gain popu- 
larity and earn extra 
money. 



NOT AT ALL! I ORDERED HOPPY'S SPECIAL 

HARMONICA COURSE MONDAY— AND 

HERE I AM PLAYING 

POPULAR SONGS ALREADY.' 




'WW w(i 
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WE GUARANTEE 



II you can hum or u>hinU a tune — 
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GEE! LOOK, JOHNS 
WON FIRST PRIZE! 
THINK OF ALL THE 
FUN ANO EXTRA 
MONEY HE'S WAKING 



SEND FOR THIS BARGAIN OFFER TODAY 



You must act now as this offer is for a limited time only. 
Just send your name and address on a penny postcard Your 
beautiful key of C professional metal harmonica, Hoppy's 
complete book of instructions, the selection of over 100 songs 
and if you act now, the miniature harmonica will be mailed 
at one-. On arrival pay the postman just $1.98 plus COD 
and postage. -Keep it for 7 days on a free trial offer. If you 
are not satisfied, return it and your money will be refunded 

51 oo "",.! , y ° U W !. Sh to IVi c cost, y C-O.D. postage, enclose 
$1.98 with your order and Hoppy will send it to you postpaid 
Kenjember this is a limited time offer so order now-i 



HOPKINSON CORPORATION 

■pf. 252 S75.E. Wacker Drive Chicago 1, Illinois 
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SPECIAL HARMONICA OFFER COUPON 



HOPKINSON CORPORATION, D.pt. 252 
75 E. Wotker Drive, Chicago 1, Illinois 

Please rush your special bargain harmonica offer at 
once. I will pay postman $1.98 plus C.O.D. postage on 
arrival. If not delighted, I will return within 7 days fox 
refund of purchase price. (Cash with order, Hoppy «r£3? 
postage.) 

j ] Send C.O.D. plus postage. ! 1 Cash * n> 

I — I Send posi • 
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Nam* , 






AriHr««* , m __ 
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City 
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ACROSS THE ARID 
HORSES HOOFS KICKING 
DUST TO HERALD HIS 
A RED-SHIRTED RIDER THUND- 
ERED TO A RENDEZVOUS WITH 
FATE,,, 




A BLACK MASK COVERED 
THE UPPER PART Of HIS 
FACE BUT IT COULDN'T 
HIDE THE GRIM INTENT 
IN THE EYES OF,,. 
BLACK DIAMOND! 



AND FROM THE OPPOSITE ) 
DIRECTION, RIDING TO 
THE SAME DESTINATION, 
THERE CAME ANOTHER,.. 




GREEN-GARBED AND YElWW 
MASKED, DEADLY AND VENEM- 
OUS AS THE NAME HE BORE, 
THIS WAS THE ARCH FOE OF 
THE MASKED MARSHAL* 
THE SCORPION.,! 



FOR THIS WAS A RENDEZVOUS THAT WAS DESTINED TO BE EVER SINCE THE PAWS Of THESE TWO CROSSED. ONE A 
FIGHTER FOR LAW AND ORDER IN THE OLD WEST, AND THE OTHER THE MOST FORMIDABLE OUTLAW THAT EVER 
RULED WITH A SIX-GUN! NOW THE DIE WAS CAST, THIS WAS THE SHOWDOWN! BONE WERE THEIR SUPPORTERS! 
THEIR HOLSTERS WERE EMPTY Of GUNS! THIS WAS A CONTEST BETWEEN NOT ONLY TWO MEN,,. BUT BETWEEN 
LAW AND ORDER*, AND THE VICIOUS RECKLESSNESS OF BANDITRY AND RULE BY TERROR! NOW THEY MET, 
THESE TWO, AND ALL Of THE WEST SEEMED TO DRAW ITS BREATH AS THEY CAME FACE TO FACE AND,,, 




T IN A FEW MINUTES THE YELLS OF THE TOWNSMEN AS THEY 
CHARGED DOWN THE STREET ANNOUNCE THE DETERMINATION 
OF AN AROUSED PEOPLE TO TAKE MATTERS INTO THEIR OWN 
HANDS;, AND A TIRED OLD MAN WITH A TIN STAR WATCHES 
FROM THE WINDOW OF HIS OFFICE. WATCHES WITH WEARY. 
SAD EYES, HIS MUSCLES CRIPPLED BY AGE AND SICKNESS* 



SHERIFF TIM DOLAN TURNS FROM THE WINDOW TO CON- 
FRONT HIS OLD FRIEND, JASPER MAYS. THE TOWN VAGRANT 
AND THE ONLY MAN WHO UNDERSTANDS HS PROBLEM,,, 




YE AM, JASPER: LET SOMEBOOi 
EL&E (»«IN<; M/H IN Zl*,l CAN'T 
OO IT." IT'P KILL MB7 ftOT WHY 
O\0 ME MAVS TO TURN OUT THAT 
it 



WAV? WHY' 



WHO CAM FI&URB.T'A*! 
VUH GOT A SIG.PROB- 
, LBM ON YORE HANPS 
/>0IG ENOUGH FOR A 
B*G MAN ,„ BLACK 
OiAMCHD, FEB? INSTANCEf 
HtV WOW WHAT TOOOT 



A 



[#'#: 



^ • 



$mi&. 



's. 



"h 



BLACK CHAMON0* \ SUPPOSE 
HIM AN* THE 5C0RPI0NS ) YOU LET 
NATURAL EHEMIG6: J ME 
HOW COULD H£ y RGURE 
HELP OUT? ^K& THAT OUT, 

SHE RIFF." 




TALL AND STALWART, A MASKED MAN 
STANDS IN THE DOORWAY, HIS KEEN 
EYES FLASHING FROM ONE MAN TO 
THE OTHER! THERE IS A MOMENT OF 
SILENCE AND THEN HE SPEAKS,,. 



BUT ALL CONVERSATION AND EXPLANAT- 
IONS ARE CUT DEAD WITH THE SOUND 
OF HORSEMEN AND SHOUTING OUTSIDE! 




samtupPTwa 
wAHTTosem 
your &er out 
HB#£P*0NTO, 




THE FACES OF THE RIDERS ARE GRIM AND FLUSHED AS THEY 
CONFRONT THE SHERIFF! THERE IS THE LOW RUMBLE OF 
ANGRY TONES AMONG THE MEN WAITING FOR THEIR 
LEADER TO SPEAK. THEN BILL BLAKE HOLDS HIS RIGHT 
HAND HIGH! IN IT HE HOLDS A LIVID SCARLET NECKERCHIEF! 



THE SHERIFFS FACE' TURNS PALE UNDER THE BURNT SKIN! 
HE IS A MAN CAUGHT IN A TRAP FROM WHKH THERE IS NO 
ESCAPE! THEN HE HOLDS HIS HEAD HIGH AS HE REPuES*, 



TH£ SCORPION SOT AWAY, 5HER|R=.'' BUT WE OCT SOMETHING 
ONE Of HIS A16N PR0PPEP.' THJ& l£ FT. ^MEAflAtArf ,„ 

A*co&*/z* trrW/fOOO£S/rBELOHG 70 f 

OHM AAAN AM '7Mf C04/MTY WEAHS TH'S COLOA* 
NECKBtCHlEFr JEAZKi,,, YOUAt SOW." 





QUICK AS THE SNAP OF A WHIP, THE MASKED MARSHAL IS 
AT THE SIDE OF BANKER ROGERS, TAKIN6 THE STAR FROM 
HIM! EVERYONE FREEZES AT THE INTERFERENCE OF BLACK 
DIAMONO AND THE AJR GROWS EVEN MORE ELECTRIC 
WITH TENSION! 




ip you thihk Yaws JBtRtf* 

THE ZCORPIOH, ARREST HIM 
ANO LET HIM SE TBlBD Se- 

PORg a jucfcse anp jimy*.* 

WUA-TZVBB, tiAeetmug, HIS 
DAPS NPT R££©0NAISLf 7 
TRVAMV PUNNV «5TyF*E ^v N g> 

YCU ALL ANSWER TOMMTj 
///CMC &VONE." 



PAIR BNOUGHT BUT K« 

AIN'T TRU6TIN' DOLAN 

TO PICK UP HIS OWN 

SON.' IftfelL TffV HIM 

AND MAN© HIM BV 

DAWN." 



! m 



■V 



A? 



t * 



ri 



.- /ti 
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0/VC5 |WW£ 77/5 /WSf fflfflgS OFF,,, TOWARD THE HOME OF 
THEDOLAN'S,,, AND AN OLD MAN SEES HIS WHOLE UFE FALL 
APART BEFORE HIM,,, 



AND ONCE MORE THE TWO GREAT FRIENDS RIDE AS THE 
CHAMPION OF LAW, ORDER AND JUSTICE SEEKS THE 
TRUTH TO THE RIDDLE OF THE SCORPION! 




EAGLE PASS! GATEWAY TO OUTLAW COUNTRY, THE MOUNTAIN 
HIDEOUT OF GUNMAN AND BANDITS SINCE THE BEGINNING OF 
THE WEST,,, AND HERE BLACK DIAMOND FINDS THE CLUE HE 
WAS LOOKING FOR,,/ 





THERE IS NO INDICATION OF THE WAJTlNS BUSHWACKERS! 
UNSUSPECTINGIX THE MASKED MARSHAL AND HIS PARQ 
RIDE TOWARD THE AMBUSH m AND INTO THE TRAP OF 
OEATHI THEN, AN OVER-EAGER HENCHMAN OF THE 
SCORPION CLICKS BACK THE HAMMER OF HIS GUN! 
IT IS ONLY A SLIGHT SOUND BUT THE ALERT EARS 
OF BLACK DIAMOND PICK IT UP ANDm _ 




»6MTt* THB PALM OA 
OUm MAMOANO VU* 

izthim asTAWAtr 
wmiL Nmve*AiN0 

HtM NOWT 




CONFUSED BY THE VARIOUS CRIES FROM BEHIND THE ROCKS, THE GUNMEN DON'T KNOW WHICH WAY TO SHOOT AND MILL 
ABOUT IN DESPERATION! ONiy THE SCORPION IS COOL, WATTING WITH TWO GtJVS COCKED ANO READY! ANDHEDOESNT 
HAVE LONG TO WAIT! 



IMAVm THM SCOAJAtOA/ 
ACM M*, BUMAMKT 
YQVtfANOlM TMW 




THE CHARGE OF BLACK DIAMONDS MIGHTY STALLION 
DISTRACTS THE AIM OF THE DEADLY SCORPION AND 
THE NEXT MINUTE Tl€ OUTLAW LEADER FINDS 
HIMSELF OVERPOWERED^ n^MARSHAL! 



FUNNY how we 

KEEP&UMPlNO 
INTO fiACH OTHER, 
BH, SCORPION* ITS 
A SMALL WORlOr 



THAT* RlfiHTf TOO 
SMALL FOR BOTH OF 
USf 10U-V& &OT TO 
GO.BLAC* PlAMONP. 




LOOK BEHlNP YOU T THIS IS CUE TIMS T*« ZAAP& A*£ SrACKEP 
AGAINST YOU.' NN BOYS HOLD ALL THE ACES - W£/#&X-GUNS 
ANO WB SCAT TUB ftAMONO." LET i.P OR W>LR PAL D)E*T 




SO A VALIANT TRY FAILS AND THE TWO 
H6RTNERS FIND THEMSELYES THE PRIS- 
ONERS OF THE MOST CUNNING AND RUTH- 
LESS FOE THEY'VE EVER FACED,,, 




BUT AT LEAST tOU'O S£ ALIVE TO 
CARRY ON.' WHAT GOOD DOES THIS 
DO? WE GOT NO CHANCE TO GET 
AM/AV AT ALL." THE SCORPIONS GOT 
US GOOD AND PROPER." WE KNOW 
ME AIN'T JERRY BUT EVEN IF WE pO 
KNOW, ITS TOO 



LATE TO DO 
ANYTHING 
ABOUT iTf 



I'M NOT SO SURE 
ABOUT THAT 

PARDNER."" 
LISTEN//, 







/UP." AN' SO DO MIS /MEN." TUAT'S 
MOW THEM THERE OUTLAWS 
ARE.' THEY'LL FOLLOW AMY MAN 
THAT PROVES HE'S TOUGHER 
AN' GOT MORE RAW NERVE 
THAN ANYBODY ELSE .'FINALLY* 
GETTIU'WOU" PROVES HE'S 
THE TOUGHEST." 



^*y 



AND THAT GIVCS ME AN 
IDEA :M£V. fCOAWONT 
X WAAfT TO TALK 
TO VOUANO VOOAf 



THE SCORPION AND HIS MEN STAND BEFORE THE BOUND LAW- 
MEN! THERE IS ABOUT HIS VERY SWAGGER AND MANNER THE 
AIR OF THE CONQUEROR,,, OF THE MAN WHO CAN'T BE STOPPED 
...AND HIS MEN LOOK AT HIM IN SHEER ADMIRATION! 



ar*: 



X'lL DO THE TALKING DIAMOND.' GUESS YUM WANT TO 
KNOW H4WT THIS IS ALL ABOUT.' WELL, BEFORE YOU DIE 
I'LL TELL YOU,/, BUT IT WON'T DO YOU ANY GOOpT JERRY 
DOLAN WAS FRAMED TO MAKE IT LOOK LIKE HE WAS EITHER 
ME OR ONE OF MY GANG ." 



S**» 



li/JT^ 




SOMEBODY IN TOWN WANTS /NOT 



HIS OLD MAN OUT OF THE WAV.' 
ME WANTS TO BE SHERIFF 
50 THAT HIM AND ME CAN 
RUN THIS TOWN OUR WAY.' 
THEY Al NT GONNA KEEP A 
SHERIFF WHOSE SON'S 
GOUKA BE HANGED AS 
KILLER OUTLAW.' 



ouite: 

WHO 

ISIT 

YOU'RE 

W0RKIN6 

ITH? 



I AINTGOlN'7>/AT FAR, DIAMOND." 
BESIDES, IT'S TIME FOR YOU AND 
YORC PARDNSR TO LEAVE USfGOT 
ANV LAST WORDS T 




YOU BUILD YOURSRLF UP TO YOUR 
GAMS AS A BRAVE MAN, BUT X'LL 
TELL YOU WHAT YOU AMB„, YOU'RS 
THE YELLOWEST COYOTE WEST©' 
THB PBCOS AND I CAN PROVE IT." 




THE SCORPIONS MEN STARE IN SHOCK! 
BL ACK DIAMOND NEVER SPOKE IDLE \ 
WORDS AND THEY KNOW IT! NOW THEY 
miT TENSELY FOR THE SCORPION'S 
REPLY TO THE CHALLENGE! 



:<n 



Black diamond realizes he has hit home/ the air 
crackles with silent suspense as they all watch 
the scorpion to see how he will react! the outlaws 
trigger finger tighten on the gun! two blasts and 
he will be rid forever of his greatest foesmbuthe 
can't pull the trigger now! not with this defiance 
hurled at him! he cannot leave the challenge 
unanswered! his men will doubt hialforever! th+ 



SOU ACT TOUGH AND TALK TOUSH TO IMPRESS SOUR G AUG* 
BUT LOOK AT YOU." HEffE SOU STAND WfTH TWO GUN& READY 
TO SHOOT DOWN TWO TIED UP AND DEPENSELESS MGNT 
EVEN AM OUTLAW KNOWS THATS NOT FA/R ANO SOUAREf 

WHAT KlNO OF BRAVE /MAN IS IT TUATD DO THAT? LOOK 
AT YOUR MEN, SCORPION, WOULD THEY FOLLOW A LfiADER 

WHO'S THAT MUCH OF A SIDEWINDER? 




THERE'S ONLY ONE WAY 
TO PCOV6 YOU'RE NOT 
YELLOW,;/ THAT YOU'RE 
AWN ENOUGH TO SE 
THEI* LEAPS*.' 




FIGHT ME MAN TO MAN.' HO GUNST NO 
ONB TO HELP YOU OR MS.' JUST US TWO, 
SCORPION TARE YOU MAN ENOUGH 
FOR THAT,,, OR ARE YOU TOO SCARED? 




But the second he's untied, ft is 
black diamond himself who 7vrns 

TRICKYm 



SMOWOOWN* 

GorrowAfT? 
/rtst almost 

GAWH? 




HIS MOVEMENTS ARE A BLUR SO FAST THE EYE CANNOT 
FOLLOW! IN AN INSTANT HE'S GRABBED TWO GUNS FROM 
THE DAZED OUTLAWS AND PLACED HIMSELF BETWEEN 
THEM AND THE OTHERS! 



&AOA>MM ANO UNT/S MY ***ONM*f MV CNAU- 

MMsmsmi ooms,scc*&vo# ano xti Mser ten/ 

AteAGLB PAS*. WAN HOUR TALON* ANO L/A*fi>*\ 
eorMAN ro MAN.' FA/L TO SNOW L** THAT WAf 
ANO YO&NGAA&JU. AYN/SN YOU OAf= 7MGM- 

seivxs? oar &nst irve <sor anotnga* 



In minutes black diamond and bumper are headed for 
the courthouse and the gallows behind it »here ther 
know the execution of young jerry dolam is to take 
place at dawn! with thundering hoofs they race the 

sun,,, and an unjust death! 




A/0£ NABO, M UMf>£Ar/A' WM 

ooN'rasr tmsmm /n t/mb all 

WILL SM WASfmOmlWCLOOfNS 

AN/NNocMA/r i/A-mr 



Ml Z 4T.U. 

PEtrr sawy. 

DL**CNO. MOW 

>-.- OPNNA 

PROVE JERRY 

ywOCEsT 

ANYAWYf 



"Y 



*9 



HOLD IT BOYST 

yotymm HAN*' 

/a/9 THB WffOrfG 

MAN? 




AND WHAT DECENT, LAW ASiDlNG CiVZEhi 
RIPPED THff TIM STAR FROM DOlAN'S 
CHEST* AHO WHO PUSHED THE TKIAL. THROUGH 
SO THEKE'D 8E HO CHANCE OF ANYTHING 
COMING UP TO DISPROVE TUB CHARGE 
AGAINST JBRRV? IT WAS YOU ZVERtf 
WASN'T a t RCxSefci?.' 




MOW THEY FACE EACH OTHER AT LAST/, 
UNARMED AND WITH BARE FISTS! BOTH 
MEN ARE SILENT, EVERY OUNCE OF 
ENERGY CONCENTRATED ON THE TASK 
AHEAD.,, 



THEN THEY RUSH LIKE TWO BULLS 
OF THE PAMPAS IN COMBAT! FISTS 
POUND, LEGS FLY AND BLACK DIA- 
MOND AND THE SCORPION BATTLE 
FOR THE SUPREMACY OF THE WEST! 



THE SCORPION IS DESPERATE! WtTHOVf, 
STORING HIS STRENGTH, HE THROWS 
EVERYTHING INTO THE FIRST CHARGE 
AND FORCES THE MASKED MARSHAL 
BACK UNDER SHEER POWER! 




BUT BLACK DIAMOND RESISTS THE ONSLAUGHT, DEFENDING 
HIMSELF WITHOUT STRIKING BACK WHILE HIS ENEMY THROWS 
PUNCH AFTER PUNCH AT HIM, EACH WEAKER AND WEAKER 
THAN THE ONE BEFORE! THENFOR ONE BRIEF SECOND. THE 
OUTLAW, EXHAUSTED, HESITATES! IT IS THEN THAT BLACK 
DIAMOND STRIKES,,, ONCE! 



HE REELS STAGGERS AND FALLS! AND WHILE BLACK DIAMOND 
WAITS FOR HIM TO RISE TO HIS FEET, THE SCORPION RIPS 
OFF A GLOVE AND,,, 




THE WESTERN AIR HANGS HEAVY AND COLD? THE VAST REACHES OF THE THOUSAND- ACRE CIRCLE-STAR 
RANCH ARE COVERED WITH THE OEADLY WHITE BLANKET OF WINTER SNOW? THE WIND IS BITTER AND BITING 
AS THE TEMPERATURE PLUNGES TO THIRTY DEGREES BELOW FREEZING? IT SEEMS THAT NO LIVING THING CAN 
ENDURE AGAINST THE TORTUROUS COLD BUT A DOZEN HEAD OF STEER HUDDLE TOGETHER FOR PROTECTION, 
STRAYED FROM THE MAIN HERD. NOW THE LEADER LIFTS HIS HEAD AS OVER THE RIDGE COMES A BAND OF 
HORSEMEN LED BY A HOODED RIDER.' THE STEER SHAKE OFF THE BONDS OF FROZEN MUSCLE AND IN DESPER- 
ATION SEEK TO ESCAPE THE STAMPEDE THAT IS HEADING FOR THEM AND A GRIM EPISODE OF OUTLAWRY AND 
BLAZING SIX-GUNS BEGINS... 




SWIFT HOOFS DENT THE 
SNOW f A LASSO LOOPS 
THROUGH THE TANGYAIR.. 



THE LEADER IS BROUGHT 
UP SHORT, THE ROPE TAUT, 
ANO CRASHES TO THE 
GROUND? 




INSTANTLY, RIDERS ARE 
BESIDE IT, RED-HOT IRONS 
READY WHILE THE STEER 
IS MADE HELPLESS f 



A THIN SLITHER OF 
SMOKE, THE SHARPOOOR 
OF SINGED FLESH AND 
FUR.. .AND THE DEED IS 
DONE? 




THE CATTLE OF THE CIRCLE-STAR HERD ARE NOW BRANDED WITH THE MARK OF THE DESPERADO? THIS 
IS THE SIGN OF THE DECLARATION OF OUTLAW WAR? THIS IS... 




nice eoiw, scorpion! 

THAT OUGHTA MAKE 
OLD MAN JONAS KNOW 
YUH MEAN BUSINESS. 1 



YES/AND 
AS SOON 

AS HE 
6 IVES IN, 
THE OTHER 

RANCHERS U 
FALL IN 

LINEXOO.' 




THIS TIME OF YEAR, WE CATTLE ARE 
ALL SCATTERED ALL OVER THE WIN- 
TER RANGE. IF JONAS AND THE OTH - 
ERS DON'T PAY ME OFF, IT'LL BE 
EASY FOR US TO SLAUGHTER THE/R 

STOCK.' AND MY BRAND'LL SHOW 
'EM HOW EASY WE CAN GET TV THE 
CATTLE,' YESSIR. BOYS/ IT'LL BE A 



MIGHTY EASY DEAL ALL AROUND FOR 



% v >WsVxV^# 




THE RIGHT FIST OF THE SCOR- 
PION LASHES OUT... 



■ 



DON'T MENTION THAT NAME 
AROUND MB, MULE.' I DON'T 
WANT TO THINK ABOUT HIM/ 




I GAVE UP FIGHTING HIM/ 1 COULDN'T &QT ANYPLACE 
WITH HIM AROUND.' THAT'S WHY I LEFT HIS TERRITORY 
AND CAME HERE/ WE'RE A THOUSAND MILES NORTH 
Of HIS STAMPING GROUNDS ,„AND A THOUSAND MILES 
AWAY FROM HIM,,, SO I DON'T WAf^iT TO HEAR ANY 
MORE TALK ABOUT SLACK DIAMOND/ YOU HEAR ? ^> 



SURE, SCORPION! 
I HEAR,., 




THEN THE RIDERS MOUNT THEIR HORSES AND 
LEAVE, HOOFS THUDDING HOLLOWLY A6AINST 
THE FROZEN SNOWf THEIR DESTINATION NOW IS 
THE CIRCLE-STAR RANCH HOUSE TO DELIVER 
THEIR ULTIMATUM FOR PROTECTION TRIBUTE f 
AND THE SCORPION SITS TALL IN THE SADDLE 
WITH PRIDE ( AT LAST HE CAN RULE AN OUTLAW 
DOMAIN f AT LAST HE CAN RIDE ROUGH -SHOO OVER 
LAW AND ORDER * HIS ENEMY IS A THOUSAND 
MILES AWAYf 



BUT THE INSTANT THEY TURN 
THEIR 8ACKS AND ARE GONE, 
ANOTHER RIDER, A LONE ONE, 
COMES UP OVER THE RISE IN THE 
SNOW... 



HE HALTS AND STUDIES THE 
TELL-TALE, MARKS IN THE SNOW, 
SNIFFS THE BURNT ODOR THAT 
STILL REMAINS IN THE AIR... AND 
THE WHOLE PICTURE IS CLEAR TO 




THEN A SMILE, COLO AS THE 
WINTER AIR, CROSSES T»C LEAN 
FACE OF... BLACK OlAMONOf 




NOW THE TIME IS NIGHT f THE RANCH - HOUSE 
OF THE CIRCLE -STAR IS SHROUDED IN SLEEP? NO 
HINT OF 0AN6ER TOUCHES THE AIR ABOUT IT...BUT 
THE SCORPION IS AT WORK, SURROUNDING IT, OVER- 
COMING THE HANDS ON NIGHT DUTY... AND THEN 
STOUMING INTO THE BEDROOM OF OLD JONAS, SIX- 
GUNS TRIGGERED AND READYf 




NO! PLEASE! I'M AN OLD MAM.' I CAN'T FI&HT YtXJ.' 
I'LL PAY YOU OFF, ONLY PLEASE DON'T HUKT MY 
STOCK/ I GOT 



THE MONEY 
RIGHT HERE 
TO PAY YOU/ 



YOU'RE SMART, JONAS,„AND 
YOU BETTER TELL THE OTHER 
RANCHERS TO BE AS SMAfcT AS 
YOU ARE, TOO/ NOW HAND 
OVEK. THE MONEY.' 




THE GREENBACKS CHANGE 
HANDS t THE SCORPION STARTS 
TO COUNT THE MONEY, HIS EYES 
BLAZING THROUGH THE SLITTED 
HOOD IN GREED... 



THEN A GASP ESCAPES HIM AND 
HE DROPS TH| MONEY AS IF IT 



WERE AFLAME' W WHAT'S THE 
MATTER, BOSS? 





LISTEN, JONAS/ YOU CAN'T FOOL ME THIS WAY/ YOU 
KNOW BLACK DIAMONP'S MY WORST ENEMY, AND YOU 
THINK. UP THIS TRICK TO MAKE ME THINK HE WAS 
IN THESE PARTS/ BUT HE'S NOT.' SO PONT TRY ANY 
MORE FUNNY 
BUSINESS/ 




ONCE AGAIN THE SCORPION'S BAND IS OFF AND 
AWAY TO EXACT TRIBUTE FROM THE OTHER RANCH- 
ERS? AND AS THE THUNDER OF HOOFS DIES OFF, A 
FIGURE DETACHES ITSELF FROM THE SHADOW OF 
THE BUNKHOUSE...A MASKED FIGURE WHO LOOKS 
AFTER THE OUTLAWS WITH A GRIM, MENACING 
SMILE... 




DON'T SET SORE, SCORPION ,,, 
BUT ARE YOU SURE THAT SLACK 
DIAMOND REALLY ISN'T AROUND? 
I GOT A FU NNY FEELIN A80UT f \ 

KEEP THAT UP. AND 
I'LL <SJVE YOU A FUNNIER 



THAT GUY, 




BUT THE SCORPION.ALTHOUGH 
AFFECTING AN AIR OF BRAVADO.IS 
GRATEFUL FOR THE HOOD THAT 
COVERS THE FEAR ON HIS FEA- 
TURES ...A FEAR INSPIRED BY THE 
MERE MENTION OF BLACK DIAMOND? 
MEANWHILE, THE ONE WHO INSPIRES 
THAT FEAR IS OFF ON A SILENT 
TREK ACROSS THE DARKENED 
PLAINS... 



I'VE GOT TO STOP AT 
EVERY RANCH IN THE 
VALLEY, GET THERE 
BEFORE THE SCORP- 
ION DOES, AND LEAVE 

MY CALLING 
CARD' 



I 



m 



v <r 



\ vs > 



S\\ 



\Cv> 



»v 




FIGHT HIM? HOW WE GONNA FIGHT THE SCORPION 
AND HIS GANG WITHOUT GUNS ? GUNS BEEN OUT- 
LAWED IN THIS TERRITORY SINCE THAT NEW MARSHAL, 
IAN CARTER, CAME IN.' ONLY OUTLAWS CARRY GUNS' 
NOW/ EVERYBODY Ei.SE CHECKS HIS WHEN HE EN- , 
■t a x THE f* 

' KNOW.' AND THE SCORPION CAME /N 



COUNTY; 



ABOUT THE SAME T7ME, RIGHT ? HEARD 
ABOUT THAT CRAZY LAW, SO I CAME 
HERE TD CHECK/ SHOULD HAVE KNOU/M 
THE SCORPION WAS MIXED UP IN IT some- 
How/ 



a ^ 



DIAMOND 1YUH DONT MEAN THE MARSHAL AN 2 t-£ 
SCORPION ARE IN CAHOOTS/ DO YUH j/ — - ■ 

I DON'T KNOW YET, PETE ...BUT THERE'S A WAY 
OF BEATING THE SCORPION WITHOUT 6UKS/ 
HERE'S MY CALLING CARDS.' G'VE ONE V3 &F?Y 
RANCHER, ANO WHEN THE SCORRON GETS TO 
HIM, MAKE SURE HE SEES ONE OF THE CARDSi 



y 




BLACK DIAMOND HAS ONE MORE 
STOP TO MAKE. -THE OFFICE OF 
MARSHAL IAN CARTER- 



CAME TD CHS.CK MY GUNS, MAR- 
SHAL.' BUT FIRST„,CAN I SEE A 
COPY OF THE LAW THAT SAYS I 

JJ iy WORD IS THE LAW, 

MISTER j YUH QUESTION 
THE WORD OF A MARSHAL ? 
BESIDES, WHAT'RE YUH 
DON' WEARIN 1 A MASK f 




WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE? I SEE 
YOU DON'T MIND THE SCORPION 
WEAR1N' A MASKu.AND YOU LET 
HIM AND HIS GANG KEEP THEIR 
GUNS' 

THERE'S ONLY ONE MAN 
WHO'D KNOW THINGS 
LIKE THAT,,, RBACM, 
BLACK D/AMOfi/D/ 





A SLIGHT SCUFFLE WHICH DOESN'T LAST TOO 
LONG, AND THEN A RIOER GALLOPS FROM THE 
OFFICE OF THE MARSHAL, HUDDLED AGAINST THE 
COLD, COAT COLLAR PULLED UP, HAT BRIM LOW OVER 
HIS FACEf A FEW MINUTES LATER HE PULLS UP 
BEFORE THE HOME OF TYLER SPENCE, ANOTHER 
RANCHER... A ND THERE HE RENDEZVOUS WITH,. .THE 
SCORPION.' J WHAT ARE YOU DOING HERE? I J? 
DON'T WANT ANYBODY TO KNO\A/>^ 
WE'RE IN THIS T OGETHEQ/ j UAn ^ 

SEE YOU.' 
WTJJF & M W BLACK DIA- 



LISTEN, CARTER,YOU MAYBE MY* PARTNER IN TVftg, BUT 
You TAKE ORDERS FROM M£, UNDERSTAND?^ DOHT 
WANT TO HEAR THAT NAME/ AND HE'S CJOT IN JOHN, 
EITHER.' YOU MUST HA VE SEEN ONE OF MS CARDS,' 
THE RANCHERS ARE TRYING 70 SCARS A4E &=P 
WITH 'EM, AND I'M AlOT QOIAI& 70 SCARE J SO 
GET BACK TO Y0URJ03 OF KEEPING 7HE LAMA- _^ 
ABIOBRS UNARMED, 



ANP I'LL TAKE CARE 
Of 7HE &ESTJ 



WELL, I WANT TO 8£ CLOSE 
TO YOLWJUST. IN CASE/ 
THEY SAY YOU'RE THE 
ONLY MAN WHO'S NOT 
AFRAID OP BLACK 
DIAMOND/ 

WELL, LET'S 
GOiNejTHeNU 

\W \ 





ALL RIGHT,,, BUT STAY OUT OF 
SIGHT/ YOU'RE NOT THE REAL 
MARSHAL /*WE GOT H/M HIDDEN 
IN THE WOODS,,, WHERE WE POT 
HIM WHEN HE WAS RlD/N© INTO 
TOWN TO TAKE OVER THE JOB AND 
YOU TOOK HIS PLACE.. BUT I'M 
STILL NOT T4K/NG ANY OfWCES/ 
I NEED YOU Ofi THAT JOB SO I 
CAKJ RUN THIS TERRITORY" TfjS 
WAY I WANT/ 




THERE IS A TERRIBLE SILENCE 
FOR A LONG MOMENT.' THE SCOR- 
PION STARES INTO THE SHADOWED 
FACE IN DISBELIEF AT THIS MUTINY! 
HIS MEN, TOO, STAND RIGID WITH 
SUSPENSE.' NEVER HAS ANYONE 
DARED CHALLENGE THE SCORPION.. 
EXCEPT THE MAM WHO IS NOW A 
THOUSAND MILES AWAY- AND NOW 
HIS OWN PARTNER TOSSES A DEFI- 
ANT THREAT INTO HIS HOODED 
FACEf 



NO ONE HAS EVER STOOD UP BEFORE THE PIRST 
FURIOUS ONSLAUGHT OP THE FURY OP THE SCORPION/! 
SURE OP OUICK VICTORY, HE CHARGES-INTO EMPTY 
SPACE AS HIS POE SIDESTEPS NIMBLY/ 




THEN THE SCORPION SNORTS 
IN DERISION AT THE UPSTART f 
SLOWLY HE DISMOUNTS^ AND SO 
DOES THE OTHER AND THEY FACE 
EACH OTHER WITH CLENCHED FISTS fl 



got too big, eu, carter? i see 
i got to cut you down. to 
size/all wgwt, ^x-pardneo/ 
start swinginv, 



CARTmit 
GET KILLED! 




SERVES HIM fi/QHT #DA 
MAKI N' THE BOSS MAD.J 

HE'S LOCO, TH/NK/N' 
HE CAN BEAT THE 

SCOR&OA//^ JS+ 

ONLY SLACK 
D/AMOND STANDS 
A CHAAtCB TO DO 
WAT' 



CARTER MAKES MS MOY£ AND DOWN GOES 
THE MIGHTY SCORPION WHILE HIS MEN STARE IN AWE 
AND DISBELIEF AT THE PALL OP THEIR LEADER 
BEFORE THE IMPOSTER WITH A MARSHAL'S STARf 



LAND O f GOSHEN J 

a1 



[jump /n' sassaaxass/^ 

'She's knocked out \ 
\7H£ scaep/ov/ ' 






*«.. 



THE SCORPION'S FIGURE HUD- 
DLES IN THE SNOW IN STUPI Fl CA- 
TION t THEN HE OPENS HIS EYES, 
STARES UP AT HIS CONQUEROR... 



ONLY BLACK DIAMOND COULD DO 
THAT,,, AND HE A/NT AROUND HE«* 
/S HE? HE'S HOT #£#£,„ /? pd 
He? ts HE? IS HE?JZs$rZ*&\ 



THE OTHER DOESN'T REPLY f 
INSTEAD HE STANDS WAITING FOR 
THE SCORPION'S NEXT MOVE- 
WAITING AND READY-. 




NOW HE RAISES HIS HEAD AND 
THE SHADOW LEAVES HIS FACE, 
REVEALING THE FEATURES OF... 




WITH A ROAR OF RAGE AND FRUSTRATION , THE 
MADDENED SCORPION, KNOWING THAT HIS MEN HAVE 
TURNED AGAINST HIM AND THAT HE IS ALONE IN HIS 
BATTLE AGAINST BLACK DIAMOND, TURNS AND 
RUSHES OFF, PLOWING THROUGH THE THICK SNOW 
DRIFTS... 



CAH'T I EVER 
G£T AWAV FROM 
YOO?PO VOU 

have to mum 

MEflErMEQUT 
OFHEKE/j' &QHT 

WAWr ro see you 
ae hjeag you/ 



m 



>\ 
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HE'S 
GONE 
\-CCQl 
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HEy/HE'S 
HEAOIN' 

R3R.THAT 

ICE AN' 

SNOW, 



V 



A 



HE PLUNGES BLINDLY INTO ^fwALL OF SNOW. „ A 
WALL THAT COLLAPSES AND PLUNGES DO*N UPON 
HIM IN AN AVALANCHE? 




WHEW! THAT WAS ROUGH.' ANY- 
WAN . IT'S ALL OVER! DIAMOND, 
WE CANT FIGHT HOUJ IF YOU'RE. 
AGlH US, WE GW£ UP RIGHT 
NOW] 




,„HOW'D VL>H 
TRACX DOWN 
THE SCORPION ? 






X WAbN'T 
TRACKING 
HIM DOWN.' 
I WAS JUST CUR- 
IOUS ABOUT A 
MARSHAL WHO 
TOOK GUNS AWAS 
PROM HONEST tf EN" 
IN THIS ROUGH 
COUNTRY. AMtXlT 
LEO ME RIGHT TO 
THE SCORPION, 1 , h 




6uT AS FAR AS IT S ££ \G fin- 
ished FOR HIM iS OOnCERnBD, 
I DOM'T KNOW.' A SCORPION CAN 
DIE A THOUSAND DEATHS BE- 
FORE THE E/HAl GEAmf 
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SMART SAMMY SMYTHE 

By BRUCE COPELAND 



In the early days just a few years after the conclusion of the War between the States, pioneers 
of all sorts flocked to what is now known as Nevada. Most of these pioneers were on the way to 
California and many were just looking for a good place to start a new life, build a new home and 
make money. In those days there was some mining, but it was years before the big gold boom. 

It was pretty rough country. Even today, you can ride on back roads as far as 200 miles without 
meeting a living soul coming or going. But, in those days of the early stage coach, one could travel 
for days without seeing a soul. 

But, travelers in stage coaches always joggled along on their stuffy coach seats with one hand 
on their pistol holster and one eye searching the distant plains for a sight of Indians. 

Sammy Smythe was known throughout the West as one of the smartest stage coach drivers 
anywhere. In fact, because he had driven his coach safely through so many Indian ambushes and 
had such speed over very rough and dangerous roads that he was known as "Smart Sammy Smythe." 

Many a time, the Indians had tried to hold up his coach because they knew only the richest 
people rode with Sammy and because he always carried a lot of gold and silver. Every time, 
however, Sammy, who was the best rifle shot in the stage coach business and whose eyes could see 
as far as most people could see with powerful field glasses, had been able to spot the Indians and 
drive them off. Every time, he brought the coach through safely. 

The Indians, and especially Chief Bulltail, spent many hours thinking how they could trap 
Sammy Smythe, capture the stage coach and grab all the wealth that was being transported at high 
speed across the desert. 

It was on August 2, 1871, that Sammy and his coach were galloping westward from what is 
now the town of Tonapah. In those days it was a little fort with no more than twenty inhabitants. 

Sammy knew that some three hours distant he could stop at Fort Eureka where he could rest 
and water the horses and perhaps his passengers could buy a drink. Fort Eureka was a very small 
place, but it did have a large corral because the pasture was good and the people at Fort Eureka 
had gone into raising horses. 

Now, Chief Bulltail had worked out a very clever plan because he was determined to capture 
Sammy Smythe's stage coach and all his wealth.. 



As Sammy approached Fort Eureka, he sensed that something was wrong. His passengers, of 
course, were gay and happy because they welcomed the chance to arrive in a few minutes at the 
stockade and get out and stretch their legs and enjoy a good meal. 

Just outside the fort was a huge corral which contained forty or fifty of the finest horses in 
the old west. These horses were well fed, groomed and cared for with coats slick and glossy. 

As Sammy Smythe came thundering down the hillside, he looked at the corral, which was full 
of horses, and he KNEW something was very wrong indeed. 

He pulled up his horses with a tremendous jerk and jammed on the brakes so hard and so fast 
that the coach nearly turned over. The passengers were so startled they could hardly ask what was 
going on. But, Sammy turned the coach around, used a heavy whip on the horses and drove back 
up the hillside where he had just come from. ) 

His quick thinking saved the lives of all the passengers and saved the shippers all their gold. 
Now, what do you think made Sammy sense danger? As he approached the corral, he noticed that 
the horses were thin and mangy and poorly fed and he knew at once that these were Indian ponies. 
The Indians had no grain to feed their horses and even in this good pasture good Indian ponies 
got mighty thin during the dry spell. Sammy knew something was wrong when the corral was 
filled with Indian ponies and he knew that this was a decoy. He also sensed that Chief Bulltail had 
several days before attacked Fort Eureka and overrun it and killed and captured all the inhabitants. 
The Indians had immediately seized all the good horses of the settlers and substituted their runt 
sized Indian ponies in the corral. They never thought that Sammy would notice the difference, but 
he did and the 200 Indians who had set the trap for him and were lying in wait at Fort Eureka 
never got their hands on Sammy Smythe's coach. 

This is only one of many incidents in which Sammy outwitted the Indians, stage coach bandits 
and the ravages of nature such as floods, draught and mountain land slides. That is why he was 
called "Smart Sammy Smythe.*' 

Chief Bulltail kept trying, for several years, to capture the stage coach, but to no avail. Later, 
when the old west settled down with some semblance of law and order, poor Sammy died in 
Mrs. Adams' hotel, in Carson City. 

Hundreds of people came to the funeral. Many were former passengers of Sammy's stage 
Coach who had gone west and lived to tell the tale, thanks to his smart driving. Others were mining 
prospectors who had heard of the exploits of Sammy Smythe in the early days. 

But, at the funeral was one old man whom nobody recognized. He told people his name was 
Robert Bulltail. When the services were over and the mourners were filing out of the church, this 
Robert Bulltail was heard to say, "Sammy Smythe was the smartest stage coach driver who ever 
crossed Nevada." 





FOR A LONG MOMENT THERE IS A TENSE SILENCE INJHE 
HIGHBRIDGE SALOON. THE STRANGER FACES THE ASSEMB- 
LED COWBOYS. HIS EYES DARTING A CHALLENGE FOR 
BLACK DIAMOND TO SHOW HIMSELF. THEN A MASKED 
MAN SPEAKS, HIS VOICE IN SHARP CONTRAST TO THAT OF 
THE BRAGGART, CALM, STEADY AND SOFT. 







AND, BACK AT THE SALOON, A DAZED, ANGRY AND 
DANGEROUS BIG BILL IS REVIVED., AND WARNED! 



DIAMOND VVA6 ONLY TOVIN' ^ I KNOW HOW ' 
WITH YOU TH»S TIME, MISTER." JO GETHIMT 
THE NEXT TIME HE WON'T SO 1 THERE'S ONLY 
SOeASY.'YUH BETTER /ONEWAY//, AND 
HIGHTAIL IT OUTTA HERB* / I KNOW IT." 
. ■ ^ BETORH I'M 
^^^^_^ _^^1 THROUGH, lU 
|1 A KAYE A»Y LA6T 
■^ ^ NOTCH." 




■B & 







THE LEGEND OF BLACK DIAMOND IS KNOWN THROUGHOUT THE 
OLD WEST AND THE MOST VIVID FART OF THAT LEGEND IS THE 
STRONG BOND OF FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN HIM AND BUMPERJHE 
LOYAL AND GREAT FRIEND WHQ WATCHES OVER EVERY MOMENT 
OF THE MASKED MAN... 



THAT SAME LEGEND AND THAT SAME FRIENDSHIP IS KNOWN TOO 
TO BIG BILLmAND HE PDLLOWS THE TRAIL OF THE TWO MEN.n 



OUMCWD THINGS BIG BILL'S GOING TO 
VAMOOSE, BUT I GOTTA FUNNY F6ELING.' 
rr TELLS MB THAT THE GUNMAN MEANS 
BUSINESS." I'M GONNA MAtCB SURE 
THAT BEFORE BIG BILL SETfe TO 

DIAMOND, HE WA6 TO DO JT OVER «V*»V.£, Wl^b- 

'•£rf ^ 



MY DEAD BODY.'' 
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BUT ALL OF BUMPER'S ALERTNESS IS NOT 
ENOUGH TO HALT THE STEALTHY PROGRESS 
OF THE ANGERED GUNMAN! 




MWUTES LATER, BLACK DIAMONO 
JUMPS TO WAKEFULNESS AS THE 
SAME VOICE, NOW RAISED IN 
TRIUMPH CALLS OUT! 



7 



black: diamond.* yuh 
hear me, yuw ornsr/ 
cuss? okop yore guns 
and come out or i 
clip this mustache 

IN TWO." 





DON'T B£iT, OiAM&NdrD&H't 
PAY HIM NO MlNPf HE'jS i^ONNA 
FINISH ME ANVkVAV,,, SO DONT 
GlVB YOUffSELF UP TOO.- 




NA^HA^NAT GQ AH* AP 
LARAMB6-- £HO0T:*ADD 
THAT LAST NOTCH TO YOU/? 
GONT HA-HA 'HAT WHAT 
/«E YOU WAITING FOR ? 
HA-HA-HA -HA-HA? 




anger, bund.furious fear.throws the outlaw off 
stride! he wonders what secret buck diamond has 
that causes this laughter... and is afraid to shoot for 
fear of something happening when he does... 




THANKS, PARD.'YUH 
SAVED MV LIFE AS WELL 
AS YOURS.' STILL, HE'S 
NOT SOUND TO PORUST 
TH/SrHE WONT REST 
'TILL HE ADDS THE LAST 
NOTCH TO HIS GUN." 



YOU WERE WILLING TO 
SACRIPICS YOUR LIRE 
FOR MINE, BUMPER! SO 
r COULDN'T DO ANY LESS 
FOR YOUr MEANWHILE 
IP BIS SI- J. TRIES SOME* 
TWIWG ELSE, WE'LL BE 
READY FOR HIM.' 



w 
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BUT EACH MAN IS LOOMNG FOR 8tG BIL«, EACH ONE WANTING TO 
GET HN BEFORE THE OTHERmi 



WHMWfTHAT WA6 CLOSE r 
WHAT WAS THE IDEA, DIAMOND? 
WWyD YUH TAKE 6U04 A 
CHANCE, //AND WHAT WEKZ 
ypULAUSHlN'AT? 



ATMAATZ REMEMBER 

HE DlDNT LIKE BEING 
LAUGHED AT.* AND HE 
RECXONEO r HAD 
SOMETHING PLANNED 
1© BEAT HlMf AND £ 

OiO ^RioicuLer 



*> 



'«*j 



But there is no longer rest for either man? although 
silent, both men know the danger that stalks them. and 
then, to throw each other off, each man thinks of a 
way to solve the problem! 




OON'T WANT BUMPER 
GETTING HURT ON MY 
ACCOUNT." THI6 F/GHTS 
BETWEEN BIG BILL 

and Mer 



AND AT ECHO RAVINE, ON A CUFF HIGH ABOVE THE VALLEY! 
BIG BLLLARAMEE, HIS HEART BENTON REVENGE FOR THE: 
LAUGHTER AND RIDICULE, PERCHES UKE A BIRD OF PREY, 
WAITING... WATTING* • 




Such are the ways of enemies, and such 
is the luck of big bill laramee... 




BUT SUCH TOO ARE THE WAYS 
OF LOYAL FRIENDS THAT THEY 
/WILL FOLLOW CLOSE ON YOUR 
TRAIL AND KEEP AN EYE ON 
YOU, NO MATTER WHERE YOU 
MAY LEAD... 



IT'S THE MEREST THING... A SLIGHT THING- 
ONLY THE MOMENTARY GLINT OF THE SUNS 
RAYS ON A GUN BARRa~BUT BUMPER 4 

SEES IT! 



HATED TO LIE TO DIAMOND 
LIME THAT BUTtrJttMPHr 

sAssAfimASir what* 

THAT? 



AND THERE'S DIAMOND,/, HEADING 
KtSHT INTO BIG BILL'S LINE OF FIRE-* 
HOWM I GONNA STOP THIS? WHAT 
WOULD MV PARTNER DO IN A CASE 
LIKE THIS? C'MON, BUMPER." IF YOH" 
GOT ANY BRAINS, U«e EM NOWf 




AND HE REMEMBERS WHAT BLACK DIAMOND SAID-THATBIG 
BILL, MORE THAN ANYTHING ELSE, HATES RIDICULE AND LAUGH 
TER.. AND HE REMEMBERS SOMETHING ELSE... THAT ECHO RAV- 
INE ISA GREAT ECHO CHAMBER IN WHICH EVERY SOUND IS 
MAGNIFIED AND RE-ECHOED A THOUSAND TIMES AND SO HE 
SHOUTS OUT HIS LAUGHTER.* 



THE LAUGHTER BOUNDS FROM CLIFF-WALL TO CLIFF WALL, 
EXPLODING IN BIG BILL'S EARS LIKE CANNON SHOT! 





HAM HA! HMO? mW! HAfHAA-HAAtHAfHAfHAr 




AND BLACK DIAMOND, TOO, HEARS THE SOUNDS 
AND REALIZES WHAT IS GOING! THEN HE JOINS IN. 







ITS,,, ITS ALL AROUND MET 

I'M summoifNomor 

METL&MMC Oi/7TA 




AND THE ONLY WAY OUT IS ACROSS THE 
TREACHEROUS, WEAK AND PERILOUS BRIDGE! 



ffAfmmrmrm ha!Mhama! 




BUT THE OLD BRIDGE CREAKS AND STRAINS UNDER THE 
SUDDEN PRESSURE! THEN... A ROPE BREAKS... AND THERE 
IS NOTHING UNDER BIG BILL BUT HUNDREDS OF FEET OF 
SPACE! 



THE HORSES HOOFS SPRAY DUST AND FLASH SPARKS A3 FT 
CHARGES AHEAD... AND THEN BLACK DIAMOND BRACES 
HIMSELF TO TAKE THE SHOCK OF THE HURTLING BODY! 





vTiTWTl 





I KUOW, BLACK" DIAMOND 
wAUD WHEN I WAS 
FALUNS X REALIZED 
WWATA 816 OAF X WAS 
JUST SUOWltiG OFF MO 
THJNKIN'I WAD TO 6HOW 
I WAS TOUGHER'N YOU™ 
AND YUH RISKED YORE 
LIFE TO SAVE MINE.' NO 
MAN'6 TOUGHERW7W47; 
DIAMOND? 



AND AS FOR THAT LAST NOTCH 
IN MY GUN, XW SAVIN' If FOR 
THE HOM8RE THAT TRIES TO 
DO VOU IN." X LEARNED 
MY LESSON, RARDNER." 
FROM NOW ON IT'S THE 
STRAIGHT AN' NARROW." 
AOiOS." 



ADiOS. 

BIG SILL, 

AND 

GOOD 

LUC*." 




fwe MSTERlOUS AP"/V/7Y GOING ON IN THE REMOTE BAOLAN'DZ NORTH OF CARSON C/ry AROUSES 
A HOST OF FEARFUL AN FRIGHTENING RUMORS.' EVERYONE IN TOWN APVlSES SLACK D/AMONO 
TO STAY CLEAR OF THE PICTURESQUE 3oT WEIRDLY EVIL TERRAlA/.' 8uT THE STRANGE TALES 
ONLY SERVE TO WHET THE CUR/OS/TY OF THE FEARLESS WESTERN A1ARSHAL WHO PROMPTLY RIDES 
STRAIGHT INTO THE FORBIDDEN TERRITORY JO APPREHEND, 



JgN ITS EA4LY DAYS, PAINTEP VALLEY, UTAH SEES 7H£ 
W/f£ OF A BAND OF OUTLAWS LEO BV A SLACK- ■ HEAVED 
GAMBLER KNOWN AS. . , BIG TAD MA SON/ 



...THE TOUGHEST TOWN 
NORTH OF CARBON CITY' AND 
A GOOD HIDEOUT FOR MASON.' 






THE MAN'S RIGHT/ EVERY- 
BODY LOOK. OUT.' 'CAUSE 
THIS TOWN'S GOING TO 6E 
HOTTER THAN AN OIL DRUM 

eooN! 




A SHOT? SURE, 
KID/ COMIN' 
UP, PRONTO.' 



/A* T CAN &EAT K/D 
JACKAL 70 T»e DGAW.» 
THB ?lS,O0O *EM*D 
IS M/A/S/ 




QtAMQNQ S£ES A FAINT MQVS/V1E/V T 3EHWD H/M/ W/TH 
^i/GHTMNG-UtCB SFBED, HE UNLEASH& A FUR/Oi/S BARRAGE 
Of FIRS... j. 






OOhJ AFTER...THE DISGUISED MARSHAL ENTERS TH£3AAN 
MERE BUMPER. HAS A JOB AS BLACKSMITH..* 



PIA/WDND.' YOU 
SHOULDN'T HAVE COME.' 
THEY MIGHT 6£ WATCH- 
ING you/ 




I'VE JUST BEEN GIVEN A 
PE&O NAL INVITE TO JOIN THE 
GANG BY ONE OP MASON'S 
OWLHOOTS.' YOU STAY ON HERS 
TILL YOU HEAR FROM ME, Oft 
THEY MIGHT GET SUSPICIOUS,, 
«AVVY? 




WHAT'S 
GOING ON? 
I HEARD 



VOICES 



JUST ME TALKING TO 
MVSELFi GETS KIN DA 
LONELY IN HERE/ 




03 



hat same day. .. in a makeshift hideout, diaaaond 

MEETS Bf6 TAD... 



GET THIS STR A IGHT, JACKAL.' 
I'M HEAP MAN IN THESE PARTS 
AND I DON'T TOLFCATE WISE 

mavericks- tkying TO HOftN 

IN ON ME 



WHY, YUH SADDLE TRAMP.' I OUGHTTA 
PLUG YUH FOR THAT... BUT I'LL GIVE 
YUH A BREAK.! IF YUH CAN PULL 
THE ACE OF SPADES OUTTA THIS 
PECK. . . YUH GOT A 0Q&.' IF YUH 
PONT... YOU'RE A GONNEC 




iASON'? CA*D TRICKS AXE INFAM^S, 
AND DIAMOND SUSPECTS A STACKED 
DECK, SO HE CAME PREPARED. Cu/CXlY. 
HE DRAWS A CAAD. BUT SWITCHES // 
WITH ONE HE PALMS... 



PUT ME OH 
iOUtt PAYROLL, 
MASON.' LOOKS 
L)K£ 1 DREW 
AM ACEJ 



CANT LET ON I USS 
A STACKED DECK, 
SO I'LL LETH'AAGET 
AW Ay TH/S T7ME... 



llAMCHD LEARNS PLENTY /N THE 
AEXT PEtV DAYS ABOUT THE STRANGE 
SET-UP! HE TAXES EVERY OPPORTUNITY 
TO RUIN THE/R PLANS. . . 






WE'RE WASTIN' 
LEAD.' THEY'RE 

OUT OP 

REACH/ 



NEVER BE A 

SITTING DUCK. 

AGAIN FOR Bl<3 

tad mason... or. 
vou'll, be a p£ad 
Puck! he never. 
loses a gun 
battle.. .and i 

KNOW WHY/ 



'jkfTg*. SEEtHG THE STAGECOACH fAEEiy SACK 7V TOWH, DlAjV\QNO \ 
8 ACES TO THE MitOEOUT.. . 



whece in blazes were yuh, 
jackal. ..while we were 
being shot at? 





YESSIRREEBOB.' I'M THE SPITTlN' IMAGE OF BIG 

TAP.' THE WIG... THE BEARD.' AND STAGEY IS 

ABOUT BIS TAD'S SIZE.' I'M BEGINNING TO 

THINK STACEY AND MASON ARE THE 

SAME MAN.' 





WPDENLY... WITHOUT A WARNING SOUN&.. 



REACH... BUM PEC.' 
PONT MAKE A SOUND 
AND VUH WON'T 
GET HURT.' 




ffbFfSi TY/N6 BUMPER, ON GOES STACEVS W6 AND 
BEAAP CHANGING H/M INTO &IG TAD MASON... 



SO KID JACKAL'S REALLY BLACK 
DIAMOND? AN' HE WANTS TO BRING 
/VIE IN .' WHAT A SURPRISE THAT TIN 

BAD6E MARSHAL HAS COMIN' TO 





L%S TH£ W£ST£PN AC£ UNKNOW/NGLV DAAMS 
CLOSB TV THE T&AP, MIS CAUTION AND Al£%T- 
NESS N£V£A SLACKED.*. 



$NSlD£ TM£ BAM, BUMPER. FPANT/CAUY KICKS HIS 
& LEGS, AN INCHED! BL£ TMAUST FINDS ITS TARGET. .ANO 
A MOMENT LATER TH£ WHEEL PLUNGES TOWARD TH£ 

DOC tt.„ 





&IAMOND PAUSES OUTSIDE TUB DOOR.. SUDDENLY Hit 
HANDS SHOOT SKYWARD AND HE N/A\6LY GRASPS THB 
BALCONY GA/L/NG.' WITH ONE SWIFT TWIST OF H/S 
SINEWY SOON, HE PULLS HIMSELF UP JUST /N T/Mf 
TO GET OUT OP TUB RANGE QF GUNF/AS . . . 




Wpeedilv, diamond drops his disguise and turns tub 
tables on the gang before they rbalizb their 
plan mas back-fired,.. 




^S>ASJ THIS BE POSSIBLE...? DIAMOND 
SHOOTING A MAN RAISIN e HIS HANDS 
IN SURRENDER... 


1 DIAMOND'S GONE CRAZY... \ 
1 HE'S THROWIN' LEAP EVEN i 
V THOUGH YOU ft HANDS J 

n^are up/ _1^*' 


JfV^-'^' 




Wm^i 






H fe 1 



SORRY TO DISAPPOINT YOU 
CLEAN-LIVING MAVERICKS, 
BUT I'VE NEVER IN MY 
LIFE SHOT A MAN WHO 
SURRENDERED.' I JUST 
HIT THAT TRICK PISTOL HE 
HIDES UNDER HIS CLOTHES/ 
WHEN HE RAISES HIS 
ARM, IT FIRES.' 



NO WONDER 
MASON HAS A 
RE PU TAT/ON FOR. A 
FAST DRAW/ THE 
SIDEWINDER CAN 
GUN A MAN JUST -j 
6Y RAISING H/S 
ARM! 




\ATER, WITN THE GANG SAFELY DELIVERED 
TO THE fHEfilFF... 



DIAMOND, CLOSING THIS 
CASE G/VES ME MORE 
SATISFACTION THAN 
ALL THE REST PUT 
TOGETHER! 



HA, HA.' COULD 
THE REASON BE 

THAT YOU 
WERENT CUT 
OUT TO BE A 
BLACKSMITH f 




100 TOY SOLdltRS fl^ 



CTTTOI TO SHOW! FUN TOTRTTDE! 

Yes, to Introduce our line of molded plastic toys, we'll ship you 100 Toy 
Soldiers for only $1. This big colorful assortment includes 4 Riflemen, 8 

Machlnef unners, 8 Sharpshooters, 4 Infantrymen, 8 Of- 
ficers, 8 Cannon, 4 Bazookamen, 4 Marksmen, 4 Tanks, 
4 Trucks, 4 Jeeps, 4 Battleships, 4 Cruisers, 4 Sailors, 
8 WAVEs, 8 WACs, 4 Bombers and 8 Jet Planet. Each 
toy is completely assembled, designed to scale, and 
measures up to 4%*\ Order several sets NOW; they'll 
keep your favorite kiddies happy and busy for hours. 
Send $1 plus 25c for postage and handling for each set 

of 100 toys to MODERN TOY CO., DIPT.uvu 

400 MADISON AVENUE. NEW YORK 17. N. Y., 





HI KIDS! GET IN MY 

"iAVY CROCKETT 



I 



PLAYHOUSE TENT! 



Mir. 



Davy Crockett Frontier hie is here for your k'ddies to thrill 
and enjoy in this large size Davy Crockett playhouse tent. 
Think of itl In your own back yard where the kiddies can play 
safely you can set this tent up in a jiffy for frontier and 
pioneer enjoyment. Even set it up in the house on rainy days. 
It's a full 10 ft. around. Large enough for your kiddies to play 
in with their friends Presto Chango you set it up in seconds. 
No tools needed. Slips over any standard card table. Mad* 
o( sturdy, durable, washable, safe — flameproof OuPont plastic. 
The realistic Davy Crockett design adds a picturesque touch 
of realism. Now, for the first time, can your kiddies live in 
the great outdoors just like America's favorite hero Davy 
Crockett. This Davy Crockett playhouse tent brings the wild 
wooley West right to your door. Rush your order while supplies 
are available at the low price of $1.00 for your complete Davy 
Crockett playhouse tent. 



.«.-.- 



Order your 9la« Ot,r Otcktu playhouse tent at our risk. Set It up and 
let the kiddies play «.tn it. If not delighted return in 10 days for full 
refund of the purc*a;» Pf.ee. Supplies are limited. Price is II 00 plus 25c 
(or postage, packine *••* kandling. Only 3 to a customer. Rush coupon now 
before this offer .» • iiMeawn. 

AN IDEAL GIFT 

Now your favorite k,#diei anywhere can be happy with a gift of this 
giant Davy Crockett aiayH.se lent. 

STURDILY BUILT OF DU PONT DURABLE PLASTIC 
No matter how »c»gi the kiddies abuse this heavy plastic giant 0a«, 
Crockett playHO- Mill withstand their vicious attacks. Makers 

realizing now ro.gfl kie4*s can be have used extra heavy plastic to ensure 
long, long wear. It fcai already been hailed by parents as a wonderful 
plaything creation. V»w k ttdus will enjoy it, too. Order yours today. 






K 



jr 



:•-.! 



0^ 



AN 




IDEAL 



1 



GIFT 



r^uv/rvV' 
LARGi 

'ENOUGH FOR 2 KIDS 
SITS UP IN A JlffY 
NO TOOLS NEEDED 



I 
I 
I 

I 
I 



House of Thomas Inc., Dept.LEVll 
400 Madison Are.. New York 17, N. Y. 

Send your newly created, colorful, complete giant Davy _ 
Crockett playhouse tent a. once. It is understood if I am not 
delighted after 10 day trial I will return for full refund of 
the purchase price. 

Q I enclose $1.00 plus 25c for postage, for each giant Davy 
Crockett playhouse tenl ordered. 

NAM! ,. i 

ADDRESS \ , 



Reducing Specialist Says: where 



LOSE WEIGHT 



Shows 
Most 




MOST ANY 

PART OF 

THE 

BODY WITH 




£: 



>foot7£educet 



IKE « m»9<t wt*4. trie "Spot 

Reducer" ebeyt your every 

rrth. Most any pert of your 

body where it is loose end fUbby. 

wherever you have ettre weight end 

inches, the "Spot Reducer" can aid 

you in ecquirino, • youthful, slender 

»nd graceful fiaure. The beauty of 

this scientifically designed Reducer 

OmuiIi i Simmoni ;, that the mathod if so simple and 
re.*, city, .vy. i • ■ j 

"'" Ve-d "" from # * ,v ' * n * r#,u "' q y,ek « ,ur# * nd 

"" }? .t 1,h . ,h ! harmless. No aiarcisai or strict diets. 
ui« of irx Bros , ... 

^d u 7 r ' Ji'" No tteembeths, drucjs or leietives. 

ALSO USE IT FOR ACHES AND PAINS 



Relaxing t Soothing 
Penetrating Massage 

DON'T BE FAT! 



LOSE 
WEIGHT 

whore It 
shows most 

REDUCE 







With the SPOT REOUCfi * you can now enjoy the bene- 
fits of RELAXING. SOOTHING massage in it., privacy 
of your own homt! Simple fo use — just plug in, grasp Mirie Hammel. New 
hand It and apply ovar most any part of th. body- Jjjfi *£» JOT* '2 
stomach, hips, chast, ntclt, thighi, arms, buttocks, ttc. dreii. now I weir ilz, 
Tha ralajing, soothing massagt breaks down FATTY M. thanks to lb* Spot 
TISSUES, tonas musclts and flash, and tht incraasad Reducer. I: was fun 
awakanad blood circulation carries away wasta fat— ,f,J ' «U>ved n." 
halps you rapair and kaap a firmar and mora GRACE- 
FUL FIGURE! 

YOUR OWN PRIVATE MASSEUR AT HOME*" 1 / 

Whan you use tha SPOT REDUCER, it's almost lika hav- 
ing your own private massaur at home. It's fun reducing M ,,. .. 
this way! It not only helps you reduce and keep slim— "1*11 tOUfON 
but also aids in the relief of those types of aches and NOW I 

pains — and tired nerves that can be helped by massagel 

A large size Jar of Special Formula Body Mat- 
sage Cream will be included FREE with your 
order for the "Spot Reducer." 



$2.98 



FREE 



LOSE WEIGHT 
OR NO CHARGE 



, BODY MASSAGER CO., DIPT.A-221 
[I 311 Market, Newark, New Jersey 

I 



1 



CANT SUtPt 

• .!•! »W» •'„•■•« S».l ftf 

iwm. in fcer l aeWte , to 
>■■»*■ "aHtet m« k*. Hikes 
*m tb.e w4ae aasaaea aee 
toaftetrfi 



MUSCULAR ACHES: 
A hotsdy helper ' foe 

tronsjent relief of dis- 
comforts that con bo 
aided by gentle, r»lo*- 
Ing mossoge. 



fift&i 



«S3» 



gend me it once, for $2. 08 Cash, rherk or money order 

the deluxe model "8pol Reducer" and your famous 

If the "Sr.nl Reducer" I Special Formuli Bodr Mi<sige Cream, postpaid. If I 

does'n't «XmSSSS%l J « »» »°* ""** "» n,ooe * *'" b ' ttlanM - 
you at it hat for others. If f 
'Thanks to the Spot you don't lose weight and - aa—^' .. — .1 -— 

Reducer I lo.t four inches where you want to | p 
tnrhts tround the j C se it mott. If you're not 

flips and thraelne"— 
around 



m 



Sfe?*ijiiiejj$< 



* i'fW%''tJeliVhted'w"ith V the | AWraM.. Mt » M »e» 



.mt- 



jTrie". It's "iraaiinf." results, your money will 
Miry Mi-im, Loaf be returned at once 
is. cm-, at. - 







MADE OF FLEXTON - SERVICE GAUGE PLASTIC 

FOR LONG WEAR 

• Woterproof. Easy to attach to (eats for good fit. Roomy and 
neat. Elastic shirring and reinforced overlap side grips insure 
over-all seat coverage. Will dress up your car's Interior and 
give protection lo seat upholstery. Whisk off «nud, oil, sand, 
grime with a damp rag for bright as new appearance.. $ewa 
with nylon thread for long wear ond durability. 



ORDER FROM MANUFACTURER AND SAVE! 



Snake- Zebra Design- 
Printtd Plastic con be used 
on either side. Gives snappy 
distinctive dress up op- 
pearanca. Front 
or Rear' Seal 
•My 



$298 



STYLE -500 



leopard Cowhide design on 
Printed Flealon Plastic . 
leopard on one side. Cow. 
hide on the other. Either 
side gives beauty to your 
tor's seats. Never gets dirty 
for it cleans with o whisk 
of o damp 
cloth, front or 
Rear. 



$298 




Choice of split or front seat styles only $2.98 
each. Complete set for Front & Rear only *5.00. 
Specify make of car ond seat style w>»h eoch order,, 
Save Money and buy o *•! today/ 



5 day Money Back Guarantee! 



BEA SALES/ Dept. LS-32 
125 last 46th St., New York 17/ N.Y. 
Please send me seat covers I have 
m»rked I can try for 10 days and return 
fo> refund of purchase price sf I an not 
satisfied. - ■ 

Zebra-Snake Design, Reversible 
Leopard Cowhide Design. Reversible 
Spiil Seat S2 98 ft Solid Seat S3 98 » 
Set (front* Rear) J500 , „ - . I 

I tnciose payment Q Send.C.0.0 

Name 



ORDER TODAY! 



Address 
City 









City — _ Zone — -tate — | 







Ml KINDS OF 
HOUSEWARES 



fBOXS-G/ftlS-MtH-IVOMEIil 




*3 



9 #1 




k 



-MUSICAl 






MAKE 
MONEY 



We will send you the wonderful prizes pictured on this page . . . 
or dozens of others, such as jewelry, radium dial wrist watches, 
tableware, tools, air-rifles. U-Make-lt kita-^Ther kits. sewing 
kits, electric clocks, pressure coqWera.^cout equipment, model 
airpla nes. movie machines, re*' : slavers, and many others . . . 
all WITHOUT ONE p ^i(NY OF COST. You don t 
risk or invest a c#n* -weeeni you everything: you need ON 
TRUST. Herr" _ ow easy it is: Merely show your friends 
and neighboi.; j nBDil .j n8 beautiful Religious Wall Motto 
plaques. Many h £ Bix or even more to hang- in every room. 
An amazing- vali- .. * only 35c . . . sell on sight. You can make big 
^ash commisp- iOn8 " 0r eet man y exciting- prizes for selling just | 
^.e set of ^ Mottos . other prizes for selling 2 MU i or more. 
Write today for Big Prize catalog sent to you t Kfc.fc. 

SEND NO MONEY«Mfe Trust You! 
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v5n-couP°* 




M.hyoorMJw^.VhipAT 






,.. .old the 2« 
ST .mi bj^.K» Zfc 



FKEE 



mma omnium; 

Membership in 
FUNman's Fun Club 

EXTRA' Sell mottos and send payment within 
15 days, and I'll gi veyou/ree a year's Member- 
ship in', he FUNman 'a Fun Club. Membership 
card, certificate, secret code, giant packet of 
fun materials all yours— p/tw extra stir -vises! 



TheFUNman.0ept.E137 CDEX BIG PRIZE 

5726 N. Broadway, Cfiicago 40, lil". fl\LL CATALOG 
Please rush to me on 15 days credit 24 Religious Wall Mottos, 
. to sell at 35c each. Also iodide big Prize Catalog FREE. I 
will remit amount required as explained in BIG PRIZE 
CATALOG within SO days and select the prize. I want or 
keepacashcommissionasexplained. INCLUDE DETAILS 
OF HOW I MAY WIN THE EXTRA BIG PRIZES. 



I 



D NO MONEY- We Trust Youf 



i&vviitriiFD 



VDeptE-137,5726 H. Broadway, Chicago 40, Illinois fU^!L:-- — -----^^L'^SL 



J 








/ p * r YOURS 
"{^ FOR ONLY 

Alt DIFFERENT- FROM All OVER THE WOKtD 



Saa Me rtno— j*j 
."Jow«f Trlu(l* 





So. Afttt. 

Ki». Coronotloa 



You get every one of the stamps pictured plus hundreds of 
other fascinating issues from all over the world. A won- 
derful istart— a tremendous boost for your collection. You'll 
have days of fun sorting this giant lot— you'll fill pages lu 
your album-ycu'li have trading material for months! 
Grand total 3 '.l all different stamps — Catalog Value over 
$7.45 -yours at the amazing price of 25c to Introduce our 
Bargain Approvals which we 11 send you for /ree examina- 
tion! it s first come, first served — so hurry! 

SEND ?5# TODAY. JUST ASK FOR IOT HS-§ 

of collecting measure. 

2) Sttt! Stom? Tongs »| Potkflge ,< 500 Hi 

31 Magnifying Glass jj Mystery Jtumps, 

4) W...rmark toMC* Veldt $*» 

I ■ — — — • — ■■ Ti...._ — — - J '-■-■ • 





I Htl-r^f SZ 



Tells every.r.!ng ?. 
to enjoy tnic woi.dt ._. 
two get The Sttuvp ."fiN 
flnltlons of every »n„ I 
lectors) plut Tb*> 8U..10 . 
(shows how to Ideatls* . ..us* 

FREE with |JMfgut I;;ket. 




< 



ZENiYH CO., Dept. M5-9 
j 81 Willoughby St., Brooklyn I, N. /. 

j I enclose Please ruth me, ti»e following'. 

I Bargain Packet of ,'>31 stamps p"»;. *"•"- « 



nges 
Cot. 



ips p 

clopedla of Stamps. Price, 25c 

Stamp Collector's Ontfit— $1.98 

1000 World-Wide Stamps— $1.50 

Also include Borg.,i , Appwiiit for «..» txinvnotlwn. 



'.we. 




®3 W&mqto&y ^..'^f 




<>••.'. .. 



.. W Stole. 



-/• ■ 



